Some properties of carbonic anhydrase from mineralizing hamster molars.
Carbonic anhydrase (CA) activity in mineralizing hamster molars was determined with a radiochemical assay. Hamster molar CA appeared to be very similar to CA from other sources. No pH optimum could be determined; the KM was 13.6 mM and CA was strongly inhibited by acetazolamide. EDTA and F- had almost no effect on the CA activity. This lack of fluoride effect suggests strongly that the protective effect of fluoride on dental mineral is not mediated by CA.